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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 


MAY 3 19721 

General Counsel - L 


Office of General Counsel 
Washington, D.C. 20405 


Warren Commission Materials and the Freedom of Information Act 
. Archivist of the United States - N 



This is in response to your memorandum of April 17, concerning public 
access to certain restricted records of the Warren Commission. 


We concur with your decision to resubmit classified and/or restricted 
records concerning the Warren Commission to the creator agencies. We 
further concur, with one slight exception, to the draft letter you have 
prepared to the concerned agency heads. In the last sentence of your 
penultimate paragraph, you close with the phrase "under a different 
guideline from Guideline 2." We would substitute the phrase, "under a 
different exemption to the Freedom of Information Act." We would do so 
because the Freedom of Information Act is controlling over the Guidelines 
which were submitted to the National Archives prior to the former's 
passage. 


Although the members of this office who conducted the most recent Freedom 
of Information Act review of the executive sessions of the Warren Com- 
mission took into account the dictates of Executive Order 11652, they 
were more concerned with the other exemptions of the Act, making the 
assumption that much of that material might be declassified in the near 
future. Therefore, a classification review based on the new executive 
order would constitute an entirely new study of the material. Again, 
this office would be happy to assist in such a review. 


The response to Mr. Hoch's appeal has been completed for the signature 
of the Assistant Administrator for Administration. You should receive 
a copy of that response shortly. 
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WILLIAM E. CASSELMAN II 



General Counsel 
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Keep Freedom in Tour Future With U.S. Savings Bonds 




